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BANTED HERRING GULL FOUND
WITH 3EAX FASTEWED SHU

A half-starved herring gull carrying on its leg a

Bureau of Blologicel Survey band was found on the veach at Mayport, Florida, its

n

bill tizhatly closed and fastened with a plece of cord, according to rscent pres

dispatcaes noted by the U. 8. Devartuent of Agriculture. Records of the Bio-

logical 3urvey show that the bird was one of a number of gulls banded at Goose-

berry Islaad, liaine, ¢ix months ago. 0fficials of the bureau point ocut that it

ls obvious tiie bird bender had no part in tving up the gull's beak, and admit

o

that if he nad, tne indignation aroused in Florida by such an incident would be
fully jastified. Ead the beak been tied at the time of banding, the dird would

have teen dead long ago. In fact, part of the string was attached to the gull's

leg, 1

[
3

dicating that the DPird sccidentally entangled itself in a piece of fish-
line, Tish-net, or other cord, and taat it was not the victim of a malicious
trick.

All bird-banding coozerators, the Biological Survey said, are carefully
selected individuals who have been indorsed as reliable by responsible officials
or ornltholo ists. Tkey onerate only under Federal znd State permits and are
instracted to use every care to see that no harm comes to the birds with which
they are working. Although wmore tiuan 800,000 virds have been banded in the
course of the bureau's experimental work the last 10 years, fatalities for waich
bird-banding cooverators were in any way responsible have been so few as to be
negligivle.
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